
  
 
 

Art of Living Black Exhibition Returns for the 21st Year at the Richmond Art Center 
 

T he only annual exhibition in the Bay Area that exclusively features regional artists of African 
descent opens on January 10, 2017 . 

 
RICHMOND, CA — December 23, 2016 — The Richmond Art Center is proud to host the only 
annual exhibition in the Bay Area to exclusively feature regional artists of African descent. This 
year’s exhibition will feature over 40 local artists, including work by this year’s featured artists: 
Gene Dominique, Justice Renaissance, and Nyé Lyn Tho. 

The Art of Living Black was founded by the 
sculptor Jan Hart-Schuyers and painter Rae 
Louise Hayward after their realization that black 
artists were not being represented by galleries in 
any significant way. This year’s exhibition will 
showcase a broad range of works by artists 
throughout the Bay Area, combining the 
exploration of art in a variety of mediums, while 
many pieces offer spiritual or political messages.  

“The Art of Living Black continues to provide a key 
opportunity for local artists to show their work,” 
says Orlonda Uffre, Exhibition Coordinator. “The 
exhibition is always a vibrant mixture of works, yet 
representing the myriad facets of life for local 
African American artists.” 

“This exhibition is always relevant and always 
changing,” says Ric Ambrose, Executive Director 
of the Richmond Art Center. “The Art of Living 
Black creates a supportive forum for the artists to 
display their creative talents and to share their 
stories with their colleagues, art enthusiasts and 

the community at large.”  
 
The Art of Living Black opens in the Main and West Galleries on January 10, 2017, at the 
Richmond Art Center, 2540 Barrett Avenue, Richmond, CA. Continuing the dedication to 
community engagement, the Richmond Art Center is hosting an artists talk for the Art of Living 
Black on Saturday, February 4, from noon to 2 pm, with the opening reception for all three 
Winter Exhibitions to follow, from 2 - 5pm. For more information about the Art of Living Black 
and the concurrent Winter exhibitions programming and events, please visit the Richmond Art 
Center’s website: http://richmondartcenter.org 
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About the Richmond Art Center: 
The Richmond Art Center is the largest visual arts center in the East Bay, delivering exciting arts 
experiences to young and old alike who reflect the diverse richness of our community. The Art 
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Center features hands-on learning, well-equipped studios, Art in the Community programs and 
contemporary exhibitions in its galleries. 
 
Every year, the Richmond Art Center serves thousands of students through classes and 
programs taught by professional artists, both onsite at the Art Center and at sites throughout 
Richmond. The Art Center’s four galleries mount rotating exhibitions that display the works of 
emerging and established Bay Area artists. Artists such as Richard Diebenkorn, Jay DeFeo, 
Wanxin Zhang, Mildred Howard, Bella Feldman, Hung Liu, William Wiley and Peter Voulkos 
have been showcased here. 
 
Now celebrating its 80th anniversary, the Richmond Art Center originated in 1936, when local 
artist Hazel Salmi, who worked for the WPA, traversed the streets of Richmond with a suitcase 
packed with art supplies, eager to teach art to anyone interested. Today, everything at the Art 
Center continues to breathe life into Salmi’s original vision: That within every person lives an 
artist.  
 
Visit the Richmond Art Center’s website for more information: http://richmondartcenter.org/ 
 
Contact: 
Julie Sparenberg 
Communications Manager 
julie@richmondartcenter.org 
510-620-6772 
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